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A

home.

drive. So, we stayed.

Q

you say anything to him about what you were going to do that

evening?

A

0

o

2 P

2

celebrate

To go over there, do the laundry, visit, and come back

Did you come back home?
No.
Why not?

Too tired. I was too tired, and he was too tired to

When you saw Keith at the truck before you left, did

No. He knew where we were going.

How did he know?

Because every Friday we do laundry.

Had you seen him on other Friday evenihgs?

Oh, ves.

Before you would go to your parents?

Yes,

Was there any specific significance about February 67
Like what?

Was that any day of celebration?

Yes. It was his birthday. We were getting ready to
for his birthday on Saturday.

You are talking about Keith?

Right.

And you expvected his birthdav on Saturday? %

e e R e i i e e :
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R Right. I made a cake and took it over to my mom's so

I could frost it.

0. That would have been Friday?
N Yes.
Q You took it to your mother's with you?
A Yes.
Q. pDid Keith see that cake?
A, No.
0. Was that cake a surprise? = b
v A Yes. |
“@7"  Tell the Jury yhaé type of'ééke it was?
A, Oh, God. A boob cake. |
Q What kind?'
A A boob cake.
Q Tell us what it was?
A It was like -- it was one of the cake pans you make = ¢

these dolls out of. I made it, and I frosted it a flesh color and

put nipples on it.

Q. Who was that cake for?

A For Keith.

Q. Did he see it Friday night?

A No, not until Saturday.» ~

0. When did you give it to him?

A That night, when we were celebrating his birthday. I

=]

gaid, I got something for you. I set it in . a pan on his lao.

- PR — .
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had it covered so he opened it up. He opened it up and looked at

it. He said, I don't believe this.

Q.

pid you do any other preparation for Saturday night

.and Friday night?

A

A

0

_idéﬁfification as Defendant's Exhibit B.

Well, his dad got some liquor and that for us.

You said liquor. Anything in particular? /
Well, the Vodka was for melﬁéééuéé I don't drink beer.
pid they provide beer, also? s

Oh, yes, we had beer.

Gail, T am going to show you what has been marked for

come to Court today?

A,

PR P

1

A

0

What do you.méan?

How did you-get here today?

Car. |

Wwho did you come with?

Wwith John.

pid John McGarvey bring anything to Court?
Yes, this.

Did you see him get this bottle this morning?
What do you mean see him get ie?

Where did this bottle come from?

In my house.

Ts this the bottle of Vodka +hat was brought over to your

anartment on the 6th of February?

e

How did you hapﬁen £a
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A Yes. |
0 Excuse me. Your trailer.
A Yes.
Q How dq you know that?
A Because it was bought for me.
0 Do you have other bottles of Vodka there?
A Smailer, that I have gotten.
Q Is there something different about the smaller bottle
of Vodka?
A It is diluted.
0 How is it diluted?
A It is like a twenty proof or something like that; not
a high proof Vodka. Real cheap.
0 Where did you.buy the other one?
A Revco.
Q And you have had that bottle at your frailer for the

past six months?

A

Q

A
o Q. s
Saturday?

A

Q

Yes.

pid any police officer ever ask you for that bottle?

No.

Did you have any of the Vodka out of that bottle on

Yes.

pid you have any on Friday?

Yes.
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0. When did you have some on Friday?
A, Going to my mom's house. Keith fixed me up a drink.
0 What type of drink did he £ix?

o Vodka and grapefruit juicé.

<0, How did he xnow to fix that type of drink for you?
A Because that is what I drink. That is what I like.
0. Did you have that drink then'Friday night? |
A' . Yes.
0. When was it that Keith gave you that drink?
A, BeforeII left for Mom's hogse;
0 Between 5:00 and 6:00 sometiﬁé?'
A, Yes. ‘
Q Did you see anything unusual happen to Keith as he

was helping you around the truck?

Did

© A When he moved this board out of the way, he cut his =~
fihger;
Q Do you know how?
A On the board, a sliver of board.
0. Gail, let me ask you about February &, on Saturday.

you work that day?

A, No.

Q. Did you see Keith that morning?
A Yes.

Q Do you recall what time?

A It was around lunchtime.




A.

Q.

pid vou see him for any particular reason?
No. He just comes oOver.

Did he do that regularly?

Oh, ves.

Did you ever go over to his_ﬁrailer?

Yes. .

Would you go over there unggégﬁncéd?

Yes.

How would you get in?

You knock on the door.

After vou saw Keith Saturday morning at about noon,

did you do anything else in the afternoon?

A We went to the movie later on that night.

0. What about the afternoon, did YOn have'an argument that
afternoon?

A Yes.

Q Who did you have an argumenf‘with?

A With John.

Q As a resglt of that, did John leave the trailer for
awhile?

A Yes.

0} What did you do? iy -

A Well, Keith was there, and'hevhad just come over. Ve

were zrguing about something. I don't know what it was., He

goes, come oOn, you guys; sStop arguing. This is my birthday, you
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kn&w.:'We don't want you fighting on my birthday. He just
wanted‘everybody to have a good time on his birthday. John had
iéft to cool down for awhile. Then,*Kéith left. I asked him to
leave. I went in and took a shower.

Q Had you been talking with Keith about the plans for the
evening of his birthday?

“A. We wereg't really sure what;we were going to do; jusé"”“

everyone come over, whoever wanted to come over, and sit around

and talk and drink. ' ' ”.fﬁ::-  3 1 : .

0. When you say come over, dbinufmean to your trailer?

A Yes.

Q. Why were you having it at your trailer?

A Because we are usually over there.

Q. Was it at your invitation?

A, No. We just planned!on having it, and having it there.
Q ~  You mentioned that you took a shower after Keith left?”
A Yes.

Q. What hapoened next, if anything?

A I got out of the shower. When I was going to the back

bedroom, I seen police cars outside. I was looking out the

window. |
0. Which direction were vou looking?
A Toward the field.
Q Gail, how old are you now?

A Twenty-two.
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0. What did you see in the field? .
A People taking pictures. I didn't know they were taking
piéfurés. I thought they were doing some kind of lab tests or

something and they used the field.

Q Gail, did anybody come to your door?

A No.

0 After you. saw that activity in the field, what did you
do?

A, Every now and then I'd 1ook‘out'the windqw; ‘Then,

I had seen Keith and other boys standing around there. I got

curious. I knocked on the window. I told Keith to come on iﬁ.

o Did anybody come in with Keith?
A No.
o Did you know any of the other boys that were around

the outside?

A, No.
Q Did Xeith come in the trailer?
A Yes.

What did he tell you?

KD

A I‘asked him --
MR, HEAD: Obhjection.
THE WITNESS: What was going on.
THE COURT: I am sorry. Is there an objection.
MR..HEAD: Yes. On hearsay grounds.

THE COURT: We will overrule the objection. You may
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answer the questiQn.

THE WITNESS: I asked him to come in. ; said, what is
going on out there? He said, they found that little Rowell boy
out in the field, dead.

BY MR. STEPHAN:

0 Do you know how long he stayed with you then?
A No. Just a couple minutes, I think, because I was

going over to his trailer and talk to his dad.

o) pid somebody'eise'éome to yéur‘trailer'theh?;li

A No. |

W pDid you call anybody?

A My dad.

Q What did your dad do as a result of the phone call?
A He came over.

0. To your trailer?

A Yes.

0. Did vou wait for him?

A Yes.

0 Then, where did vou and your father go?

A To the Wampler house.

0 The two of vou went over to the trailer?

A Yes.

Q Who was over there when you arrived?

A A lot of people I didn't know. i know the Rowell bcy

was there and --
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Q. Which Rowell boy?
A The oldest one.
0 Michael?
A I donft know which one is which. The oldest one.
0. Who was he with?
A He was with a friend of his, and I think there was two

other boys there because I know the Rowell boy kept on following
Reith around. I asked him who was that boy there. He told me,
that is the boy's brother. That was the oldest brother. Then,

I thought, what is he doing here? Why isn't he home? Then I

watched him after that.

Q Did thé Rowell boy ever say anything to you?
- & No.
0 Did you see the police.talking with Keith?
e A Yes.
Q Did they talk with you?
A, Yes.
0. | Did you make it back to your trailer then?
A Oh, ves.
g What did you do that evening, Gail?
_A Well, aféer all the police left and all that, XKeith come

over and we were all sitting around talking about this. John had
got home. He didn't know what was going on. My dad left later.

Mike and Missy come over.

Q Who is that?
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A

0.

after the

A

Q

Mike is John's brothef and Missy is his girlfriend.
Why did they come over?

To celebrate Xeith's birtﬁday.
Did you go someplace?

To the movie.

Who went to the movie?

Mike, Missy, Me, John, and Keith.
What movie did you go to?

I don't know: |

Where did you go to the movie?:

Loew's Ames.

 Is +hat on North Main Street?

T don't know where it is at.

Ts there anything special ahout the movie?
No. It was boring.

It was boring?

Yes. -

Did you have occasion to leave early?

Yes, we left early.

TIs that the eightv cent movie?

Yes.

Did you stop anyplace on the way back to the trailer
movie?

At a Stop-N-Go place.

pDid anything unusual happen at the Stop-N-Go?
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A Yes. We were watching this. There was a boy in there
talking to the cashier lady when John went in to buy his beer.
When she was ringing John's bill, the boy took cigarettes and
tobk'off out of the store. Keith said, did ybu see that? I
said, ves. He said, I better go in and tell. He_gdt out of the
car and went up there. He said, I ain't touching nothing, but

vou just got ripped off. The lady didn't do nothing. She turned

around like nothing happened.

0. Did Keith then return £o the*dar?'

A. Yes.
) pid you all return to your trailer?

A Yes.

Q When you returned to the trailer, what did you do?
A, We had the TV on. We were watching TV and eating a

bunch of junk food; sitting around talking and watching TV, I

guess.
P When was it you gave Keith the cakeé
A I don't remember.
o Would it have been before or after the mqvie, do vyou
know?
A I think it was before.
Q Gail, did you see anybody go to Keith's trailer that

evening after vou returned from the movie?
A When we got back from the movie?

0. Yes.
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A Yes. Policemen went to the trailer.
0 Did you see them out the window?
A, Yes.
Q Gail, let me ask you this. Did you get a phone call

from the Moraine Police Department between the time that you

returned from the trailer (sic) and thé'time'you saw the police

arrive -- from the time you returned from the'movie and the time

the police arrived at the Wampler trailer?

A

Q.

Honor.

No.
Are yon sure of that?
Positive.

Were you in the trailer that period of time?

Yes.
And the phone never rang?
No.

GCail, would Keith help you around the trailer regularly?

All the time.

Did you ever have any trouble with him?

- No.

Any problems?

No, never.

MR. STEPHAN: That's all the guestions I have, Your

THE COURT: Cross examination?

MR. HEAD: Thank you, Your Honor.
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CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. HEAD:

Q- ~ Miss Loftis, where was this Stop-N—-Go that you went

to?

A It was coming Eack'f:om the movie. I think it was on

the same road.

0. Which would be what road?
A I don't know.
Q ' Just a Stop-N-Go?
HA Yes.
B S You'said that Keiiﬁ told the éaéhiéf, I didﬁ'ﬁ ﬁoucﬁ”:”‘"

anything but I want to point out this boy? =

A That you got ripped off.
“Q° And you were ~in the car at that time,'weren't_you?
A Yes. |
0. Were the doors open? Is that how you heard him say
that?
A No. You could see him.
Q You could see him say those words?
TR Well, you could see him from a distance. I asked

him when he got in the car, I said, what did you tell hex?

0. You didn't hear him say that?
A No.
Q How old is John McGarvey?

A Twantv—-two.
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Q How far in feet is your trailer from Keith Wampler's
trailer?

A T+'s not far, about five feet, I gquess.

Q You said that you had a drink-out of this Vodka bottle

or a drink of Vodka on Friday pefore you went to vVandalia to do

your laundry?

A, Went to Huber Heights.

0. You had a drink of Vodka then?

A Yes. )

0 pid you see the bottle at that time?

A No.

Q. And you were sitting around having your birthday party

with Xeith or his blrthday party with you on Saturday, and you

are all sitting around drinking and eating cake and everything,

right?
A No, we didn't eat the cake.
Q. You were saving it for posterity or something?
A No. Nobody was hungry for iy
Q. Were you drinking your Vodka then?
A No. I think I was drinking it later.
Q So, at your party when Keith got the Vodka for you for

that party, you waren't drinking the Vodka?
A I drank it that night.
Q At the party?

A Yes.

DSt = ]
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When RKeith was there?

Yes.

1f your boyfriend, John McGarvey, said he got the

he be accurate?

No, I don't +think so.

bottle of Vodka after they took Keith to the Police Station, would

Have vou talked to anybody about this case concerning

your testimony?

About what I am saying up here? -
Yes.

Yes.

Who was that?

His attorneys.

How many tiﬁes did you talk to them?
Two, three times.

MR. HEAD: No other questions, Judge.
THE COURT: Redirect?

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

STEPHAXN:

{

-

125

0.

s

0

Gail, you have seesn Mr. Bostick about this case

+imes, haven't you?

T don't know how many times I have seen him about this.

T have talked to many peopole.

Jave you talked to me on two occasions?

Yes.

thres
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0 . What did we ask you to do when you came to Court today?
A Tell the truth.
0. Are you telling the truth?

A Yes, I am.

MR. STﬁPHAN: That's all.

THE COURT: Recross?

MR. HEAD: No. Thank you, Judge.

THE COURT: You may stepﬁdown;- T.adies and Gentlemen,
T t+hink we are in to the luncheon pefiod; so we are géing to
recess at this time for lunch. During the luncheon recess,
I want to remind vou in specific abouﬁ the Court's instructions
to you; that is, that youAare not to diécuss this case among
yourselves or to discuss it with anyone else. Do not permit
anyone to discuss the‘case with you or discuss it in vour
' presence. Do not form or express any opinion on the case until
it is finally submitted to you. Do not talk to the attocrneys,
the parties, or the witnesses at anytime. Likewise, these
indi¥iduals must not talk with you. If anvoné should attempt
to talk'ﬁith you or contact you in any way about the case, please
report that at your carliest opportunity to the Court's officials‘
that have been identified to you. Do not investigate or attempt
to obtain any additional information about this case outside that
which is presented to vou in the courtroom. If any personal

problems arise during the recess period, please again report that

to Mr. Findlay or Mrs. Maynard and they will share those matters
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with the Court. We will reconvene the trial of this action at
approximately 1:30. If you can, make your plans accordingly.
Anything furthéf by Counsel? |

MR. HEAD: Not by the State, 'qﬁage.

MR, BOSTICK: Nothing. Thank you.

TﬁE COUR?{? The Court is in recess.

(Whereupgn a recess was had.)

(Wheréupon Court reconvened.)

THE COURT;. Good afternoon, Ladies and Gentlemen. Is
Defense ready to proceed?

MR, BOSTICK: We are, Your Hénor.

THE COURT: You may proceed.

MR. BOSTICK: Defense will call the Defendant to the

stand,

WHEREUPON:

CHARLES KEITH WAMPLER

tha witness, having been duly sworn, was examined and
testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. BOSTICK:

Q Will you tell us your name for the record?
A Charles Keith Wampler.
Q Keith,- over the past few months I have been calling you

Keith, is that all right? .
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a.

A,

g

Yes.

T understand that your uncle, Bob, calls vou Charlie?

Yes.

I will just call you Keith, okay?
Okay.

pid you know David Rowell?

Yes, sir.

Did you kill David Rowell?

No, sir.

Do you know who did?

No, sir. |

Did you in any way abuse or mutilate his body?
No, sir.

Do you know who did?

No,‘sir.

Were you, Keith, connected in any way with his dis-

appearance and what happened to him?

A

Q.

No, sir.

When was the last time that you saw David Rowell alive?

Around 5:30 the afterncon of the 5th.

Tell  the members of this Jury where you last saw him?

Standing on the porch of Jim Shipman.
Jim Shipman's porch is located where?
Across the street from mine.

That is in the trailer park out there?
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B, Yes, sir.

0. Keith, has your hair been a longer length than we all

see it now?

A Yes.

Q How did you use to wear your hair?

A Feaﬁhered back.

0 Feathered back?

A Yes. -

Q Like many of the young people do nowadays?

A Yes. |

Q. When dia you cut your hair?

A About fouf Qeeﬁs ago.

0. You are now confined, of course, in the County Jail?
A Yes. |

0. And you have been for some time?

A Yes.

Q Keith, may I show you what has been marked Plaintiff's

Exhibit Number 9 or State's Exhibit Number 3? We can use both
terms interchangeably in the Courtroom. I will ask if you will
hold that for a moment. Can you identify this knife?
A I+ looks like my neighbor's, but there is'a lot of
+hem that look like that.
0. Which neighbor are you making reference to?

A John McGarvey.

0. He was the young man that tastified for us before lunch?
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A

A

Q 3

Yes.

When was the last time you saw John's knife?

i don't remember.

Did you ever have John's knife in your:possessipn?
No.

At no time?

No.

Keith, I'm going to hand yvou what has bheen marked

Defendant's Exhibit A for identification purposes. I will ask

if you will hold that for a moment. Have: you ever seen this

item before?

A

0

A

Q

I believe so.
This is aknife, is it?
Yes.

Tell the members of the Jury where you think you saw

Defendant's Exhibit A?

.A-l

0.

It was mine at one time, I believe.

Keith, when did you first come into possessicn of the

second knife that I showed you?

A

Q.

A

Q

Early summer when I lived in Kettering.
of 19817

Yes,

Tell the members of the Jury what happened to. that knife,

that is, Defendant's Exhibit A, if you remember?

A

alta

I believe I give it to my dad and he got rid of it.
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Q

knife?

A

Q
come into

A

2

We know that your dad didn't care for you to have a

Right.
Had vou given your dad other knives that you may have
contact with?

Yes.

You gave an interview to the Moraine Police Department,

did you not?

A

Q

S

Yes.

About what time did they come for you on Friday, February

T think it was about 11:00, but I am not sure.
11:00 A.M. or P.M.?

P.M.

Where were you when the officers came to the trailer

At my next door neighbor's, John McGarvey.
His name again?
John McGarvey.

Wwhat was going on at that time?

We was celebrating my birthday, drinking and watching

Tv and stuff.

2

Which birthday would this be for you?
My sixteenth. _ /

When were you sixteen?

| S
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A. February 6th.

Q Had you planned for that sixteenth birthday very long
before it occurred? |

A ' Yes.

Q When wés tﬁe last timé, Keith,‘that fou had had a
" real birthday? | |

A The yeaf Séfore.

0 The year before. Had you made the same kind of plans
’fof‘the‘?iﬁteenth as:yoﬁ”did for this, your sixteenth?‘ 

A Notnexadﬁl§ the same.

Q  what was different about thi.;c_s birthday?

A Well, I didn't have liguor at my fifteenth birthday. T

didn't have no liquor on my fifteenth birthday.

Q | Your sixteenfh Sirthday was a birthday of meaning. to you?

A Yes. |

Q And so, therefore, you were looking forward to it?

A Yes.

Q With whom were you going to celebrate this very special
birthday?

A My dad and my next door neighbors, John and Gail, and

his brother, John's brother.

Q Had the Moraine Police Department called before they

came to your trailer?

A I didn't hear nobody answer any phone call.

Q At that time, Keith, did you have a phone? pid your dad

I———————
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have a phone in your trailer?

A

0

over the telephone with respect to the police coming?

A

Q.

A

my trailer. I said, letfs go outside and see who it was. When I
got to the parking lot, Detective Mullins was out there.
Q.
A

0

No, sir.
The address of that trailer is?
2753 Cozy Lane.
Where was the nearest phone to your trailer?
My next door neighbor, John McGarvey's trailer.
Do you know the address of the McGarvey trailer?
2759 Cozy Lane.
* You took your calls, you and your dad, over there?
Yes.
Any reason why, if you know, your daa didn't have a‘““
at his place?
I don't know.
Do you have ohe_now?

Yes.

So, you were saying that there was no word that came

No.

When did you first know they were there?

When John said something about somebody going over to

Detective Mullins?

Yes.

Is he the gentleman who is seated on the other side of

. ————ep——
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‘answer some questions. I said, yes.

the Assistant Prosecutor here, Mr. Head?

A, Yes.
Q This Mr. Mullins here?
A Yes.
“Qq " What d4id Mr. Mullins say to-you'and what did you say
to him?
A He asked me would I come down to the Police Station and

Let me go in and get my

jacket.

0 You did not have your jacket on?

A No.

Q- How were you dfessed at that time, a shirt and a pair
of pants?

A Yes.

Q Was it cold outside?

A Yes.

0. ~ This was in February?

A Yes.

Q. Do you often go outside without your outer clothing on,

like a coat or jacket?

A Yes, if I am just going a short distance.

o When you go back and forth to the McGarvey trailer?

A Yes.

0. Are there occasions when vou go out without a shirt on,

just your bare skin top side, is that true?
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A. Yes.
0 For short distances?
A Yes.
;~Q“ was Detective Mullins by himself?
A T don't remember.
Q ' To your knowledge, was anything said to your father

about where you were going?

A Not except by me. I said T was going down to answer

some questions.

wogri Did the officer say anything to‘your father?
A~ No, sir. .
0. Where was your father at this time?
a. Sitting in John McGarvey's trailer.
0. Where you had been? |
A Yes.
0. You went into your trailer, you got your jacket, and

you went with the officers?
A No. I went into John's trailer. I had it over to
John's house. We Jjust come back from the movie.

Q. Let's back up a moment if we can, Xeith. You had just

returned from the movie?

A, Yes.
Q Where did you go to the movie?
A. At Loew's Ames.

Q. With whom did you go?
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A

John McGarvey, Gail Loftis, and John's brother, Mike

and Mike's girlfriend.

‘Was this a part of your Saturday evening birthday

“Q
activities?

A Yes.

Q Did you stay for the full movie?

“A. No.

0. Any reason why not?

A It wasn't any good. S -

o When you left the Loew's Ames Movie Theater, did you

come directlyv back to the trailer park?

A

No. We stopped at a Stop-N-Go so John could pick

something up.

Q

A

Do you recall what took place at that Stop-N-Go?

Yes. There was some guy in there talking to the lady

at the counter. At the same time, he was sticking cigarettes in

his pocket, while he was talking to her. I was sitting in the

car,

T went in and I told her right there in front of her face

she just got ripped off. She was staring at him at the same time.

She said,

John'

0.

thank you. I went back to the car. We all came back to

trailler.

How long had you been back to John's-trailer before

the officers arrived?

A

Q

Probably around an hour.

Where did the officers take you?
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A The Moraine Police Department.
o} Where at the Moraine Police Department?
A In a room.‘ I don't know what it was called, but it

was a room.

vQ Tt has been described in these proceedings this week,

that room?

A. Yes.

0. Is your recollection pretty much the same as the way the

room has;beén”aégéfibéa this week?

A. - Yesa.

0 A conference room?

% It»could have been a conference room.

Q. With a conference table?

A Yes.
) Overhead lights similar to what we have here?

A Yes.

Qi In that room, Keith, I will ask you whether or not you

answered each and every question that the officers asked you?

A Yes.

<)+ In that room, were there more than one officer who. asked

you these questions?

A Yes.
0. How many?
A Two that asked me guestions, Detective Mullins and

Sergeant Wynne.
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0. The last name?
A Sergeant Wynne.
0 Keep your voice up. I want everyone oOn this Jury to

hear everything you have got to say.

A Ckay.
o} 'The guestioning started about 11:19, according to the
tape?
A Yes.
NN Is that your recollection? e SRSy
A Yes.
Q. You weren't wearing a watch that daYé
CAS No, but I think I took a glance at the clock before I

came in. I think that is about right.

Q And we have hHeard in this courtroom this week your

voice come out over that tape recorder. You heard that, didn't

you?
A, Yes.

0 And vou answered all the gquestions that the officers

asked you?

A Yes.

Q. And did you truthfully answer all their questions?

A, Yes.

Q About the beginning of the tape fhe;a was a discussion

about you being in school?

A, Yes.
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And vou indicated, and I am not quoting you, we have

all heard it, that you were attending school in Waynesville?

A
Q
A

Q.

Yes.
Was that an accurate statement?

No.

And you indicated to the officers that you had just

quit school that day? . &

A

-a

A,

0.

YeS. :

Do you remember that?
Yes.
Was that an accurate statement?

No.

When was the last time that you attended school anywhere

before that evening?

R

Q.

Abouﬁ aleven months before that evening.
Where had you spent your last classroom hours?
Waynesville.

Ohio?

Yes.

Will vou tell the members of this Jury, when asked about

+he school, and I don't think that the officers brought it up,

you did,

that you indicated to .the officers that you were going -

£0 school in Waynesville?

A

0.

Yes.

Do you'understand the question?
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A No.

. Tell us why you told the cfficers that you were

atteﬁding school in Waynesville?

R Because I was afraid I'd gét in trouble for truancy. -

 Q Truancy?

A Yes.

o} You krew you weren't in school and that your quéstioning

might lead to the fact that you weren't in school?

A “Yes.

=

‘@ So, the statements that you made about school were in-

accurate, is that true? -
A Yes.

0. Anvthing else about your statement that went on from

11:19, with certain breaks, up to 1:31 that was not accurate?

A, No, sir.

Q Do you know what the term accurate means?

A The truth.

0 All right. I will ask you whether or not you.had given

a statement to Detsctive Mullins before you went to the Police

Station - with him?

A Yes.

Q That was early on in the afternoon?'

A Yes, sir.

0. And did vou answer in that car, as wé have heard; the

police cruiser, all the questions that Detective Mullins asked you?!
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A Yes, sir.

Q And then he gave vou a piece of paper?

A Yes.

0 And I suppose a pen or pencil? .

A, Yes. :

.Q And vou wrote out what he had asked?

A Yes.

Q0. Do you know, Keith, why, aftér having given a statement

early on in that afternoon, they took‘YOh'downtdwnf'EELIE”W§EET“’““

that evening, they took you to the Police Station?

‘A I figured it was just to ask me statements about my7
statement.
Q. We learned the other day that your statement was

terminated about 1:31 A.M. You heard that on the tape being
spoken by Detective Mullins?

A, Yes.

Q. Is that ébout the time, as far as you know, that tape

recorder was shut off for the last time?

A T am not sure. Not that I recall, there wasn't no clock,

so I couldn't tell you.

0. You mentioned earlier you had glanced at a clock and
that is how you knew it was 11:192
A That was before I left the house.

0. But in the room where you were finally answering these

gquestions, there was no clock?
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A - Not that I know af.

Q Keith, did you remain at that econference table in
room after the tape recorder was turned off at l:BikA.M.?

A ~ Yes, sir. |

0 How lohg did you reﬁain in that room?

A To my best guess, it would be over an hour.

Q What took place’ in that room for the period of tim
about an hour after the tape recorder was turned off?
—— g~ — They asked me some more questions. Then theylleft

the conference room and come back and got me laterx and took me

back to a cell.

0. Xeith, do you have any reason, do you know of any

reason why the tape recorder was turned off at 1:31 and you were

allowed to remain in fhat room and were asked more questions by
the police officers?

A, No. ,

Q I will ask you whetherlor not they were more questions
1ike the ones thev asked you when the tape recorder was on?

A. Yes.

2 Wera your answers the same?

A _ Yes.\

0. Are you sure about that?

A Yes.

Q Of course, we will never know. Dia you hear Detective

Mullins say earlier om in this trial that you asked for a lawyer?

that

" Fachia

—
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A Yes.
0 Did you ask for a lawyer at anytime that the tape recorderx

was being played and we heard here in the courtroom?

A No; sir.

0 May I assume the lawyer was asked for after it was
turned of £2

% Yes, sir.

0 Do you know of any reason why the tape recorder was not

turned back on during that conversation? i I
A No, sir.

Q. You did make a call to your friends, John McGarvey and

Gail Loftis, did you not?

A Yes.

Q About what time?

A I couldn't tell you.

Q Was it after your interview with the officers was
completed? |

A Yes.

Q0 In the early morning hours of Sunday?

A Yes.

0 Did you dial the phone?

A, Yes.

a, Do you know to whom you spoke on thg other end?

A I don't remember.

J

0. What did you say, do you. recall?
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A I just asked them, I said to get me a lawyer because
they was asking me a bunch of questions and trying to get me for
this. I said.for £hém to get me a laWyer.

Q At the ﬁime that you called your godd friends and
suggested that tﬁey get a lawyer for you, had you.answered all
the questions put to you by the Moraine Police Department, these
two officers? ”

A Yes.

e It didn'"t appear on the tape, but let me ask you, was
there ever a timej&hring which we are discussing that one of the

officers accused'ybu{of this horrible crime?

A Yes.

Q Which officer?

A Detective Mﬁllins.

Q And this accusation was made when the tape recorder was
off?

A I believe so,

Q We didn't hiear ite?

A No.

Q In this room this week. I will ask you whether ox not
you did not iﬁdiééte to Detective Mullins that you had nothing to
do with this?

A Say that again.

Q Did you indicate to Detective Mullins when he accused you

of having something to do with this terrible crime that you had
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nothing to do with it?

A

g

P

o
A

= --T_

I told him it was his opinion.

Had you denied it before he asked you that gquestion?
Yes.

The same as you told us thié morning?

Yes.

Did he ask you again or accuse you again? -

No.

- Did you ever threaten David or Keith (sic) Rowell?

No, not me. I told him one time, the day I asked him~

about them traps, I said that John, just to scare them away from

the trap, I said John had a gun. If he céught anyhbody out there,

he was going to shoot them.

0

You were present during the incident that John McGarvey

described so vividly for us this morning about :the nunchakues?

A,

I < R

0

A

0

Yes.

Were you there at that time?

Yes. |

Is that the occasion of which you are speaking now?
Yes.

Did you have anything to do with those nunéhakues?

Just I held the stick while he broke it.

I will ask you whether or not on that occasion there was

a demonstration of sorts going on?

A

Like breaking cigarettes.
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o] . With the nunchakues?
A He broke the sticks with the nunchakues. We were breaking

cigarettes with the piece of leather.

Q How much time did you spend over at Gail and John's.
from the time that you moved into that trailer court until

February 57

A Probably like -~ I really couldn't tell you. Probably

as much time as I spent at my house.

.Q  _ Yo werewii;iha Glth your dad at that time?
. A Yes.
0. © And your mom stayed where?
A In Waynesville.
Q Would you tr;vel back and forth with your dad to
Waynesville?
A Yes.
o On a weekly basis?
A Yes.
Q Usually when your dad went to Wavnesville, I will ask you

were you with him?

A Most of the times.

QI When you weren't with him, where would you be?

A Most likely over at John's house. |

0. On February 5, 1982, did you knoQ that your dad would

not be coming back?

A No.
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Q. He usually came back?
A Yes.
Q- Do you often take the TV into your dad*s;bedroom where

the electric blanket is during those wintry’daysfand go to sleep?

B Yes, when I am tired and he is not home or if he is

not going to bed fgr awhile, I will.

0 When he is not home and when he is home sometimes you
do?
AA Yes. b s
o) pid you do this‘on this evening of February 5?
B Yes. - |
Q. What time did yéu wake up thé next day, Keith?
A I don't know. |
0 Was it daylight out?
A Yes.
Q I will ask you whether or not it was before or after

12:00 noon?
A. I believe it was after.
Q. Had anyone come to your trailer to your knowledge from

the time that you last laid down and went to sleep until you woke

up the following day on Saturday?

A Not that I know of.
0. What did you do after you got up on Saturday?
A Got up and made me some breakfast and ate. Then I

walked ovar to James Combs' house to see if he was allowed out.
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Q . What did you have for breakfast?

A T am not sure. I think it was scrambled eggs.
Q Then you went to James Combs' house?
A Yes.
0 For what purpose?
A “Just to see if he was allowed out.
0 To see if he was allowed out?
A, Yes. |
"  wWhy would he not be allowed out?
A A lot of times his mom and dad, he will be sitting there

getting ready to go out of the house and they will say, no, ybu

can't go out. You got to stay here and do something.

g~ Did he come~out of the house that day, on Saturday?
A No. :
0. What did you do?
A I stayed there for about five or ten minutes. He said

he had to go to somebody's birthday party. I went back over to

my house.

Q When you went back to your house, did you find anvone
there? |

A, Yes. My dad and John and Gai; was all home.,

g5 Your dad waslat your home?

A Yes.

Q You mentioned John and Gail. Where wete they?

a Mhatwr was ad +hoaivr honsa.
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Q Did you go then to your hquse or the house of John and
Gail?

A 1 don't remember which one I went to first.

o In an? event, did you people'that~y6u have described

and mentioned get together shortly‘théreafter*at dne or the

other's home?

i e Not for awhile, ¥you know. I went®there a couple times,

but we didn't get together for the party or nothing until a little

-

whiie later.

Q I will ask you whether oﬁ not‘anYthing unusual happened
at or about tﬁe trailer park thgre aftér you QO£ back from James
Combs' place?

A Well, after I was getting ready to get up and take the
Vbottle of Vodka to Gail's house, when I opened up the back docor,
thera was a bunch of policemen all around the back of the field
and everything. I backed upo, put the bottle down on the counter,
went back out. Mike Rowell was out there. I started talking to

him and asked him what was going on.

Q You say you took the bottle of Vodka and put it back in-
side the house. Do you recall where you put it?

A On the counter by the refrigerator.

Q. Keith, this has been marked as Defendaﬁt's Exhibit B.
I will ask you if that looks -- first of ail,Awhat is that as you

gece 1t?

A Eighty proof Vodka.




375

Wampler = D

Q Do you know whether or not you have ever seen that bottle

of eighty proof Vodka before? g
A I don't know whether it was that bottle, but it is a

bottle just like the one I am talking about.

0 The birthday Vodka?
A Yes.
0 How about the bottle of Vodka that YOU stepped back in

with after you saw the field with poliéé officers and put on the

“table, did it look like that bottle

-

A Yes.
Q. You mentioned Michael Rowell. Where did you see him?
A He was standing by the tree in my front yard, the yard

facing the field.
0. What?
“&  He was standing by the tree in my yard, front vard of

the trailer.

Q The front vard of your trailer would be on the field

side or on the driveway side?

A On the field side.

0. How many trees do you have out there?

A Just one.

0. The Rowell boy was standing next to the tree?
A Yes., |

Q What did you do?

A, I just went out there and asked him what was going on.




Wampler = D 976

He said his brother was out there in the field. I asked him what
happenaed. He said his brother had been cut up. I asked him who
did it; He said he didn't know. Then a police officer come up

and started talking to us.

Q Reith, was this the first time that you had ever heard

about what had happened to little David?

A Yes.
0 When Micﬁael Rowell told you§i
A _Yes. === == ¥
Q That he was out in the field?
A Yes.
0. And he had been all cut up?
A Yes, sir. |
0 Were there others of the trailér-home, people out in

that area?

“x~* T think there was a few people walking around from the
trailer park, but I didn't recognize anybody from the trailer

park in my yard.
Q Let me ask you this. With the appearance of so many

police cruisers and officers and activity, did people come out to

see what was going on?

A Yes.

Q A iot of people?

A There was quite a few.

0 All right. After this conversation with the Rowall boy,

RS, .
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the older Rowell boy, what if anything did you do?
A T went -—- Gaill knocked on the window and motioned for
me to come over. I went over there and told her wﬁat he;had told
me, and then went back over to the housé,'bﬁer at my house. A
1ittle while later, I talked to Detective Mullins; I told him
about what had happened with me that night, everything that I did
~that’nig};t. Then he came in the-house for a little while and " =
we talked. Then we went out to his car and talked. Then he gives
me a paper and told me to go in the house and fill out a statement.
Q You told us about that. During this activity that y;u_

have told us about, was the Rowell boy hear‘you? Where was he"

in relation to you and the officer?:

A He was sitting in my house on the couch.

0. You went info-the house} and the Rowell boy went in?

A, Yes, sir. |

0. Did you go someplace else and the Rowell boy followed
you? |

o I don'trremember.

0. Let me ask you this. Was there anything that the Rowell

boy said to you that you were to do or not to do with respect to

the police?

B Yes. When we got to talking, I told him about Mike
Johnson and Ted Ritchie and all of them coming over there and

being drunk. He told me not to tell them. He told me not to tell

the police about it.
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Q Did he say why?
A No.
0.+ Do you know why?
A No. |
Q Were you planning to tell the police anywa&?
A Yes.
0 And you did,vdidn't you?
A Yes. - . ' : L
Q7 No ;eéSon not to tell the police? -
A Right.
Q Were the officers asking for statemeﬁts frqﬁ other

people other than yourself?

A I don't know.

Q This ié at the time that you were inside“your house
writing on the paper?

A Yes.

Q Keith, you didn't attend school, you have told us. How
‘did you spend your days when you were there in the trailer park
from the time up until February 5?2

A" - For the first little while I lived there, maybe a couple
‘weeks, I mostly just stayed in the trailer all day unless I had
to éé to the store and get cigarettes or something. After I met
John, I'd get up about 5:30 in the morning and go to the Union Hall
with him and help him around the house all day. If he needed help,

1'd help him with it. He'd do the same with me. If I needed help,




work on the car, he'd give me help.

*Q* . Would you get paid for this help that-you diaz

A No.

0. Would you help with his automobile?

A Yes.

“g+7 Do you know about automobiles?

A A little bit.

0 | Like what?

A How to change the oil. We todk'thé cam shaft out and

changed the cam shaft. Mostly, my dad supervised it. ‘I was taking
what he told me off.
0. What you learned, you learned from your dad with

respect to those vehicles?

A Yes.
0 What else did you help John and Gail with?
A pDuring Christmastime, I helped him build a few things

for ‘tils relatives and helped him unthaw his pipes and realigning’

the door for his office; just little things around the house like

that.
Q Would vou go to the rabbit traps with him?
A  Yes.
Q How about the snowmobile, did you help fix that, too?
Ai Yes.
Q Whose snowmobile was it?

A John's.
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Q | pid you ever drive that snmeobile?

A | Yes. o

T With John's permission?

‘A Yes.

Q" Keith, thgre)hés been a strap'mentioned in these

proceedings. It is somewhere down on the floor. I won't take the

time to look forlit. You know what strap we are talking about?

A Yes.
0 Tell the members of the Jury where you got that strap.’
A Out in the shed when I was cleaning out the shed. It

was ‘a’dog leash, but the end had been chewed off it.

o . - I can't hear you, son.

A I Qot it out of the shed when I was cleaning‘out the
shed¥5 It was a dog leash, but the ehd had been chewed off it.
o What would vou do with that 1ittle'thin dog leash?

A I just made a handle on it and put it in the house.

T didn't use it for anything except the day thei came over and

we were breaking cigarettes with g i

0. You would snap the end of the cigarette?

A Yes.

0 Tell us about that. How did that work?

A You crack it and break a cigarette with it.
o Where did vou ever see that done?

A Just like on TV.

0. You and’the other fellows watched TV, did you,

quite a bit?
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A

Q

A.

Q.

Yes.

Who would you be snapping?

Me and Mike.

Mike who?

Mike ﬁowell.

Who would do the holding?

Me, Mike Rowell, and David"§OWell.

When I say holding, what wééfbeing held?

Cigaretpes.

And you would try and snap the end off?

Yes.

pid you do anything else with that dog strap?
NO. |
Are you sufe_about that?

I'm positive. |

There has been a lot of talk this week about that dog

strap, and you heard it. Did you ever strike any of these other

fellows with that long strap?

A
Q.
A,

Q

NO-
Are you sure about that?

I am positive.

The officers asked you about certain items when you were

over there at the Moraine Police Department. Do you remember th

A

0.

Yes.

As aﬂmattar of fact, I think the tape reveals thev asked

.

at?

{
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three or four times about those items. Remember that?

A

0

Yes.

Have you any idea why they kept asking yvou over and

over again about those items?

A

Q

someplace

A

Q

I assume they were trying to find out wés tﬁey mine.
You gave them the same answer each time?

Yes, sir.
Truthful answers?

Yes.

If they asked you today, would they be the same answers?
Yes.
pid you identify any of the towels that they showed you?

No.

When was the last time that you bought a wash cloth and

Never that I can remember.

- You never bought one, right?

No.

ILike so many voung people, you just reach and there it is

Yes.

That is what vou did in your trailer; you just reached
and there was the towel? |

Yes.

And wash cloth?

Yes.'

?

1
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0 And you used them, didn't you?

A Yes.

Q And then the officers kept asking you agout the knifef
A | Yes. :

g+ - Did you know what they weré'talging~about?

A ' They just kept asking me did I have a knife. I said,

I used to but that I had gotten rid of it.
0. And your testimony with the officers went along the
saméfffhéféng6hf-téétfhdhy“%iEh the members of the Jury today,

didn*t"it?

A . Yes.

0. About those knives?

A Yes.

0. pDid they ever ask you about the Vodka?

A . No.

0 When you first went into the ﬁoraine Police ﬁepartment

to that conference room with lights like the courtroom here, did

the officers say anything about your wearing apparel, what you

- had on?

A ‘They asked me to take my boots and hat off and put them
on the floor by the door.

0. Take your boots off and your hat off and put them on the
floor near the door?

A Yes.

0. pid you ask them why?
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7# H No. I just did what they said, took them off.
Q You just did what they said. As a matter of'fact,
thrﬁughout that.entire interview untii~3r00*0§clo§k in the morning,

you did what the officers said?

" A Yes.
Q' ' Was your dad ever in that room?
A No.
Q. Detective Mullins told us from the witnessvstand where

yodjéfe’ﬁoﬁraﬁbﬁh”Eﬁaf“étatémént that he read to you. Remember

that?
A Which statement?"
Q. Your Rights Stétement?
A Yes.
o} And he reaé it to you, too, didn't he?’
A Yes.
o pid he read it right away, as soon as you got to“the

Police Station?

A No.

0. Do you remember how much longer into the evening it took

befora he brought out that statement and read it to you?

A Not exactly.

0 Well, why don't you give us a guesstimate?

A Probably about an hour or & 1little longer than an hour.
0. vou weren't looking at a watch?

A, Right.

et e e e e



