OFFICE OF CORONER

JAMES H. DAVIS, JR., M.D.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 0410
AC-81-82

NAME: ROBERT DAVID ROWELL AGE: 13 SEX: MALE RACE:  WHITE

TIME OF DEATH: 2-6-82 «c¢.1:00 A.M. (SATURDAY?)

TIME OF AUTOPSY: 2..7-82 0:00 A.M. (SUNDAY)

PROSECTOR: DONALD ‘:. SCHAFFER, M.D.

PHYSICTIAN IN CHARGE: DONALD L. SCHAFFER, M.D.

INVESTIGATED BY: J.C. .JOYCE

ATTENDANCE: DONALL E. SCHAFFER, M.D., LOU STANGE, C.D. LETT, .JERRY PHIPPS, P.A., JAMES
H. DAVIS, M.D.

CAUSE OF DEATH: CIREBRAL ANOXIA, DUE TO: ACUTE CARDIORESPIRATORY FAILURE, DUE TO:
MANUAL STRANGJLATION.

GROSS ANATOMIC SUMMARY

1. Manual strangulation with hemorrhages into the soft tissnes of the right and left
sides of the neck.

2. DPetechial hemorrhages of the sclerae of the eyes, face, oral cavity, pleural surfaces
of the lungs, epicardial surface of the heart, larynx and trachea.

3. Multiﬁlc bruises of the body.

4. Multiple rost mortem scratches and abrasions of the body.
5. Post mortem amputation of the penis, scrotum and testicles.
0. Periana. tears.

7. Bilateral pulmonary edema.

8. Acut. congestion of the lungs.

0

Aspiration of gastric contents into the trachea, bronchi, and bronchioles.

10. Moderate cerehral edema.

'1. Early post mortem decomposition.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

CLOTHING AND PROPERTY: ‘hen received, no property or clothing accompanied the deceased.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The body is that of an unembalmed, Caucasian male child, stated to be 13 yvears of age and
appearing to be uas stated. The complexion is fair. The body weighs approximately 65
pounds and measures 53 1/2 inches. The hair of the head is brown with a maximum length
of 7 inches. A very small amount of light brown axillary hair is present, bhilaterally,
In the arca of the excised genitalia, there is light brown pubic hair present. 1In addi-
tior, on the excised portion of the genitalia, light brown to somewhat black appearing
pubic hoir is present.

The irides are blue with the right pupil measuring 6 mm. in diameter and the ieft pupil
measuring 4 omm. in diameter.  There is marked scleral and petechial hemorrhages within
the conjunctivae of the eyes, bilaterally., The tecth are natural and in wood repair. The
mouth and tongue appeasr normal, except for petechial hemorrhages on the anterijor aspects
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of the upper and lower gums. There is likewise extensive drying of the lips present,
There is extensive bruising of the bridge of the nose which is a purple bruise.

There is predominently posterior dependent lividity present on the body, however, there
is likewise lividity present on the left side of the fuce and neck as well as over the
medial aspect of the right leg and the lateral aspect of the left leg and thigh region.
There is 1+ rigor still left in the bedy, including the upper and lower extremities as
well as the neck and jaw. The body is cold to touch. The chest is symmetrical. The
breasts are early puberal male in type. The abdomen is syvmmetrical. No identifiable
scars can be scen. There is post wortem amputation of the genitalia. In the areas of
the excised genitalia there are portions of irregular tissue, including the severed
portion of the urethra and penile stump. The area of post mortem amputation measures

3 1/2 inches by 3 inches and is quite irregular with numerous lacerations along the
margins of the wound. There is likewise a small fragment of scrotum remaining attached
to the posterior aspect of the wound.

Accompanying the deceased in a separate plastic bag is a circumcised penis with irregular
skin margins. The skin is Uaucasian in appearance and both testicles are present. The
tissue itself measures 4 1/} inches by 2 3/4 inches. No blood is present on this tissue
which was removed as well as around the main portion of the body from which the tissuc
was removed. This lack of bloed is suggestive of post mortem occurrance. There is like-
wise light brown to black pubic hair around the base of the penis, as previocusly described,
There is no identifiablic edema present in the extremities. As previously noted, there is
@ purple bruise on the bridge of the nose. There is a 5/8 inch post mortem scratch with

a small abrasion over the left forchead region. There are small abrasions beneath the
lower 1lip on the right side as well as off the right lateral aspect of the mouth. There

is likewise a post mortem scratch present on the base of the right side of the neck.

There is post mortem vascular patterning present over the anterolateral aspects of both
shoulders and upper portion of the right and left arms. There is likewise post mortem
vascular patterns on the back of the hands as well as dorsal aspects of both feet. There
are post mortem abrasions present on the right anterior chest wall. There are post mortem
scratches present along the anteromedial aspect of the left arm as well as the medial
aspect of the right arm. There is what appears to be a small purple bruise prescent on

the left ear lobe. There is pest mortem abrasion present on the lateral aspect of the
left jaw. There is a small, pest mortem scratch present on the left lateral-superior
aspect of the neck. There is o red-purple bruise present along the lateral aspect of the
right side ot the fo:o, mewsuring 1/8 inch by 1/8 inch. There are three purple bruises
present along tue right ang'e of the jaw, measuring 1/4 inch up to 1/2 inch by 1/2 inch.
There is a faint purple bruise with slight mottling over the right anterolateral aspect

of the neck, measuring ' 1/2 inch by 1 inch. There is likewise a vascular type pattern
over the anterolateral aspect of the right chest wzll. There arc post mortem abrasions
present over the medial aspect of the right thigh. There are likewise post mortem scratches
present over the anterior and anterolateral aspect of the left thigh. There is post
mortem abrasion present over the anteromedial aspect of the left lower thigh. There are
post mortem abrasions present on the left knce. There is a post mortem pressure area
present on the anterior aspect of the left leg. There is a red-purple bruise present
along the medial aspect of the left ankle. There is a 1 1/2 inch by 2 inch purple bruise
present on the anterior aspect of the right leg. fhere is a purple bruisc present en the
anterior-superior aspect of the right leg. There are post mortem abrasions present en
the right knee, superierly There are likewise red-purple bruises present on the right
knee. The fingernails as well as the toenails have cyanotic appearance. There is a post
mortem abrasions present on the right 3vd and Sth toes, dorsally. There is likewise a
post mortem abrasion present on the dorsal-laterai aspect of the leit foot. There is u
red-purple bruise, measuring 7/8 inch by 2 inches on the anterolateral aspect of the
cight thivh, There te 4 post mortem abrasion present in the midiine of the back. There

are bost portem abrasions present on the Hosterior-nedial aspect of the let't arsn and
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forearm. There is a small abrasion present on the lateral aspect ot the left yindex
finger. There is a 2 inch by 2 inch purple bruise present over the left buttock repion,
There is a post mortem abrasion present on the posterior-superior aspect of the left leg
Scattered about the skin surface of the body are numerous brown stickers present within
the skin. No decubitus ulcers are seen. The anus is widely dilated and contains brown
fecal material. For further description, sce under "Organs of Speciai Sence and Regional
Dissection".

There is a morgue tag present on the left wrist with, "DAVID ROWELL, AC-81-82% written
thereon.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION

ORGAN WEIGHTS: = The organ weights tall within the accepted anatomic limits, except for
the brain which weighs 1600 grams.

PROCEDURE: ~ The usual tissue sections are obtained for examination and storage purposes.
The following material is obtained for toxicological investigation: blood, bile, stomach
contents, liver, kidney and hair. No urine is available. The tests intially requested
arc: blood alecohol and general drug screcen. No X-rays are taken. Color photographs arc
taken by C.D. Lett of routinc views, external wounds, subgaleal area of the scalp, the
neck, externally as well as internally, the trachea and the right temporal muscle region.
Evidence consisted of plucked head hair, anal and oral smears, fingernail clippings,
pubic hair plucked as well as long hair removed on the left leg and perianal plucked
hairs. Therc were a tfew other miscellanecous hair like material removed from the ampu-
tated genitalia region of the body.

NOTES

1. The term anatomic is defined to mean whatever has been described and illustrated in
treatises on descriptive human anatomy over the past 400 vears. It implies freedom
from any morbid process which would alter the usual anatomy as seen with the naked
eye.

2. The locations of injur:ies and their relatior ships customarily are described with the
body conceived of as having been maintained in the standard anatomic position at all
times.

5. When necessary for purposes of description, injuries may be arbitrarily numbered for
purposes of identification. In the case of junshot wounds, this is in no way intende
to imply an opinion as to the order of firiy

S

4. The conditions appearing in the Gross Anaton ic summary are mot necessarily repeated
in the Systemic Inventory appearing below.

SYSTEMIC REVIEW
BODY CAVITIES: Anatonmic.

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:  Anatomic, except for the previously deseribed amputated geni-
talia,

RESTIRATORY SYSTEM:  The rinht lung weighs 290 grams and the left lung weighs 2.5 granms,
No distinct foreign material is present in the mouth. There is, however, some hicod

present within the nostrils. The airway contains aspirated gastric contents throughout
the larynx, trachea, bronchi and bronchiole. The mucesa is intuct and pink in pencral,
except for petechial hemorrhages of the anterior aspect of the larvax and upper triachoa,
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In addition, there arve swmall areas of hemorrhage arcund the lateral aspeats of the hyoid
hone as well as along the posterior left portion of the larynx and around the right ische
of the thyroid gland as well as over the right common carotid artery. The hyoid bone is
not fractured. - The c¢ricoid cartiloge and thyroid cartilage are not fractured. No other
arcas of blood can be scen. There is no excessive redness nor swelling of the glottis
nor distal airway. The main bronchi arc anatomic in ccurse and configuration. They arve
not readily dissected beyond the proximal two-thirds of lung substancc. As previously
described, the bronchi and bronchioles contain a lorge amount of aspirated gastric con-
tent. The pulmonary vessels are anatomic in course, configuration and distribution. The
lungs are anatomic in size, shape and location, but slightly increased in weight. The
cut surface shows 1+ edema throughout both lunzs as well as 5+ congestion throughaut both
lungs. In addition, therec are numerous petechial hemorrluges on the pleural surfaces of
botn lungs.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: The heart weighs 150 grams. The heart is anatomic in size, shape
and location. The epicardial surface, especially posteriorly and apically, contains
numerous small petechial hemorrhages. The chambers, valves and musculature are anatomic.
The coronary vessels, the aorta and its branches, the portal, caval and azygos system of
veins are anatomic in size, course, iccation and distribution. The foramen ovale is
closed. There arc very minimal amounts of atherosclerosis in the proximal porticn of the
ascending aorta around the origins of the right and left coronary arteries.

HEMOLYMPHATIC SYSTEM: The bilood is dark red, fluid to only slightly clotted. 'fhie spleen
is anatomic in size, shape, location, consistency and color. The spleen weighs ¥S grams.
On cut section, the cut surface is anatomic. The usually named aggregates of lyriph nodes
are anatomic. The thymus gland is anatomic uand compatible with age.

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: The parathvroid glands are not dissected. The pituitary, adrcnal and
thyroid glands are anatonic.

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM: The esophagus is anatomic in size, course, configuration and location.
The mucosa is intact and pink. No blood is present. The stomach is anatomic in size,
shape and location. The mucosa is intact and pink. No residuals of medications. are
seen. No blood is present. The stomach contains a moderate amount or green food mat-
erial. Also within the stomach contents there is a piece of pink chewing gum. The intes-
tinal tract is anatomic in sicze, course, configuration and location. The lumina are
patent. The mucosa is intact and pink. No blood is present. The appendix is present.

HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM: The liver weighs 975 grams. The liver is anatomic in sizc, shape
and location. The subcapsular surfacce and the cut surface are uniformly red-brown in
color and anatomic in pattern. The gallbladder and biliary duct system arc anatomic in
size, course, configuration and location. The lumina arc patent. The mucoesa is intact
and bile stained. No blood is present. No stones are present.

PANCREAS: Anatomic.

UROGENITAL SYSTEM: The kidneys are anatomic in size, shape, and location. The right
kidney weighs 60 grams and the left kidney weighs 75 grams.  The capsule is readily
stripped revealing a smooth, gray-brown surface. On cut scction, the cut surface is
anatomic in pattern. There is marked congestion, however, of the cortex. The calyces,
pelves, ureters and urinary bladder are anatomic in size, course, configuration and
location. The lumina are patent. The mucosa is intact. No blood is present. No stones
arc present. The urinary bladder contains no urine. The testicles, seminal vesicles and
penis has been previously described as being amputated postmortvemly from the body.

HEAD AND CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM:  There is external indication of injury to the head, as
previously deseribed.  There is a small amount of hemorrhage beneath the scalp over the
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teft parietal area. There arc p.  chial hemorrhages into the bellies of both temporal
muscles, but most marked on the right side. The external periosteum and dura mater sre
stripped showing no fractures of the bones of the skull. There is no epidural, subdurat
or subarachnoid hemorrhage present. The spinal fluid is clear. The cranial nerves are
intact. - The vessels of the circle of Willis arc anatomic in size, ceourse, lecation and
distribution. The surface vessels are anatomic. The cercbral hemispheres are symmetric,
but there is distinct flattening of the gyri present. Multiple coronal sections show
anatomic cut surfaces, except for marked vascular congestion. The spinal cord is dis-
sected to approximately 1 1/2 inches and shows no gross abnormalities to be present. The
brain weighs 1600 grams. '

ORGANS OF SPECIAL SENSE AND REGIONAL DISSECTION: Done in reference to the arecas of
trauma. In addition, it must be noted that there is a 1/2 inch perianal tear which is
pre-mortem in appearance, along the anterior aspect of the anal opening. There is like-
wise a 3/8 inch perianal tcar along the posterior aspect of the anal opening and a 1/2
inch perianal tear along the right lateral aspect of the anal opening. All of thesc
lacerations or tears are rather superficial, however, they are distinctly pre-mortem in
appearance with blood in the areas of trauma.

COURT SUMMARY

This 13 year old Caucasian male child died as a result of acute cardiorespiratory failure,
- due to the manual strangulation. e likewise had terminal aspiration of gestric contents
into the trachea, bronchi and bronchioles. Ile had numerous post mortem abrasions and
scratches on the body as well as multiple pre-mortem bruises. He likewise had a post
mortem amputation of the external genitalia and pre-mortem tears of the anal regions.,

DES:sm
2-8-82

sm
2-8-82
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James H. Davis, M.D.

Office of the Coruner
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, OHIO

SUPPLEMENTARY
INVEYHGAT9R3 REPORT
. Page
CasoNo.AC'sl“S2 Date Februarv 8, 1982
Investigater J.C. Joyce Patholcgist Nopald E. Schaffer M.D.
Neme Robert D. Rowell Ago 13 Date of Death 2-6-82

There are color slides of this case, but they are of very poor quality
due to a mechanical malfunction of the lens.

The malfunction was discovered after the flim was processed. The lens
was returned to Malone's Camera and replaced with a new one.

Rcspéctfully submitted,

O Jot—

C.D. Lett
Investigator
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James H. Davis, Jr., PA.D., Coroner, Montgomery County, Ohlo
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